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Montana Water Court 
PO Box 1389 
Bozeman, MT  59771-1389 
(406) 586-4364 
1-800-624-3270  
watercourt@mt.gov  

 
 
 
 
 IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
 UPPER MISSOURI DIVISION 
 JEFFERSON RIVER BASIN (41G) 

PRELIMINARY DECREE 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
CLAIMANT:  Jefferson River Waterway LLC 
 
 

CASE 41G-6004-A-2023 
41G 195656-00 

 
 

NOTICE OF FILING OF MASTER’S REPORT 

 This Master’s Report was filed with the Montana Water Court on the above stamped 

date. Please review this report carefully.  

 You may file a written objection to this Master’s Report within 10 days of the 

stamped date if you disagree or find errors with the Master’s findings of fact, conclusions 

of law, or recommendations. Rule 23, W.R.Adj.R. If the Master’s Report was mailed to 

you, the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure allow an additional 3 days be added to the 10-

day objection period. Rule 6(d), M.R.Civ.P. If you file an objection, you must serve a copy 

of the objection to all parties on the service list found at the end of the Master’s Report. 

The original objection and a certificate of mailing to all parties on the service list must be 

filed with the Water Court. 

 If you do not file a timely objection, the Water Court will conclude that you agree 

with the content of this Master’s Report. 

MASTER’S REPORT 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1.  On April 26, 2023, Jefferson River Waterway LLC filed a Motion to 

Amend claim 41G 195656-00.  

2.   The Motion to Amend explains that Place of Use ID #3 should be 

corrected from the SESW of Section 1, T2S, R6W to the SESW of Section 12, T2S, 

R6W.  
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3.  In support, the claimant provides a copy of the map that was attached to the 

original statement of claim form. The map clearly depicts the place of use entirely 

contained in Section 12, including the SESW of Section 12.   

4.  It appears that Place of Use ID #3 was identified incorrectly as being in 

Section 1 rather than Section 12 due to a clerical error. Place of Use ID #3 should be 

corrected to the SESW of Section 12, T2S, R6W.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1.  The Water Court may correct a clerical mistake or a mistake arising from 

oversight or omission where one is found in a part of the record.  Rule 60(a), M.R.Civ.P.  

Based on the information before the court, the identification of Place of Use ID #3 

contains a clerical error and the error should be corrected to accurately depict the 

historical use of the water right.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  The place of use for claim 41G 195656-00 should be corrected to the 

SESW of Section 12, T2S, R6W. 

A Post Decree Abstract of Water Right Claim is served with the Report to confirm 

that the recommended corrections have been made in the state’s centralized record 

system. 

ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED AND DATED BELOW. 

 
Service via USPS Mail: 
  
Jefferson River Waterway LLC 
PO Box 160459 
Big Sky, MT 59716 
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POST DECREE

ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

  JEFFERSON RIVER

BASIN 41G

 Water Right Number: 41G  195656-00    STATEMENT OF CLAIM

Version: 4 -- POST DECREE

Status:       ACTIVE

Owners: JEFFERSON RIVER WATERWAY LLC 

PO BOX 160459
BIG SKY, MT 59716 

Priority Date: NOVEMBER 11, 1904

Type of Historical Right: FILED

Purpose (use): STOCK

Flow Rate: A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS 
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.  
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY 
TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

Volume: THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR 
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL 
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND 
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

Source Name: JEFFERSON RIVER

Source Type: SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

ID Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County

1 SENWSW 13 2S 6W MADISON

Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

Diversion Means: HEADGATE

2 SESW 12 2S 6W MADISON

Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

Diversion Means: LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE

3 NE 12 2S 6W MADISON

Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

Diversion Means: LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE

Period of Use: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

Place of Use:

ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County

1 NE 12 2S 6W MADISON

2 W2SE 12 2S 6W MADISON

3 SESW 12 2S 6W MADISON

Remarks:
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THE WATER RIGHTS LISTED FOLLOWING THIS STATEMENT ARE MULTIPLE USES OF THE SAME RIGHT.  THE 
USE OF THIS RIGHT FOR SEVERAL PURPOSES DOES NOT INCREASE THE EXTENT OF THE WATER RIGHT.  
RATHER IT DECREES THE RIGHT TO ALTERNATE AND EXCHANGE THE USE (PURPOSE) OF THE WATER IN 
ACCORD WITH HISTORICAL PRACTICES.
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